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IN THE HANDS OF THE JURY

CLOSING SCENES IN A FAMOUS
MUKDER TRIAL

Inthe Andersen Murder Trial The Case is
Closed and the Jury Have Retired to
Make Up Thelr Verdict—Judge Charges
the Jury That it is Murder or Justifiable
Homicide—1he Defendant Dramatically
Interrupts the Speech of the District At-
torney
Norfolk, Va., Deccember 22.—The

third day of vhe trial of John Ander-

sen in the federal court upon the
charge of murdering Mate Saunders,
of the schooner Olive Pecker, sees the
evidence all in and argument compiet-

The case went to the jury at 5:30

adjourned until 10

The general impres-

is that a verdlcet will be reached

in a comparativeiy short time and that
the verdict will be guilty as charged
in the indictment, though whether the

Jury will avail itself of

aflixing the “without

ed.
o'clok and court
O'ClOCK tomorrow.

sion

tne privilege
capital punish-

ment” clause, cannot be predicted, Of
course there I8 a possibility of an ac-
quittal, but this is considered extreme-
ly remote, Under the rualing of the
court the jury anust either find Ander-
sen guilty, as charged in the indidt-

ment or not guilly., There can be no

verdict of manslaughter.

The prisoner was dramatic to the last

and just before the discriet attorney
concluded his closing  argument and
telling the jury that if Andersen nad
been innoeent 'he would have adopted
another course, 'the accused man
Sprang to ‘nis feet, saying, 1 am in-
nocent, Mr. White,” and 'had to be
forcibly pulled back into his chair by
the court 'bailiff,

The morning was consumed in the

hearing of argument on instrudiions,
the «diztrict attorney contending that
there was no evidence whatever to jus-
tity the plea of self-defense, therefore
the element of manslaughter must be
eliminated from the the defense
¢laiming that the court in its charge
should instruct the jury to consider the
hypothesis of manslaughter as well as

sl sctiie
Cise,

murder., Judge Goff charged the jury
at some length uqd witn grealt fairness,

instructing them that if they should
find the prisoner guilty nothing had
been inftroduced to lessen the grade of
the crimve and the verdict . must ‘e
guilty as charged in the indictmient.
If 'the jury should discover any rational
thypothesis whereby they could, with
The evidence 'hefore ‘them, find an ex-
cuse for thie erime, the verdict musit be
acquit tal.

Argument was begzun at 2 o'clock,
I"liL;'E:': Attorney White speaking for
an hour and a half in epening. In his
argumenit he emphasized the claim that
the governemnt had proved its case by
thi> testimony of the prisoner himseif.
he ridiculed the idea of the erime hav-
ing been committed in  self-defense,
saying that a burglar might as avell
make the same ¢laim should he shoot
2 man who was trying to obstruct his
entrance to a house.

Mr. McIntosth spoke for the defense
only three-quarters of an hour. He
commented upon the failure of the gov-
ernment to prove a motive for the mur-
der, saying 'the only motive there could
hiave been was self-defense. The gov-
ernmenit’s witnesses, he said, in trving
'to swear the blame from themselves
had made a scape gvat of the cook.
He argued that when ‘Andersen wenit
forwlard after killing 'the captain, it
was not with the intention of Killing
The mate. The man seeing the mate ap-
proaching him with a deadly
in his hand, about to make an assault,
the only recourse epen to the defendanlt
'was to take the mate's life to save his
own. He laid great dtress upon Ithe
mate’'s reply to Andersen when asked
for protection, that he would be Killed
anyvhow and recurred to it time and
again, as language calculalted to put
the prisoner in fear that the malte in-
itended to kill him or do him bodily
harm. He spoke forty minutes.

District A'ttorney White, in <¢losing
‘his argzument, discussed the theory of
kthe defense.. He arraigned the pnison-
er ‘with scathing invective.

Quarantine Against Splenetic Fever
Washington, December 21.—Secretary
of Agriculture Wilson has issued a cir-
cular to railroads and transportation
companies notifying them that a conta-
geous and infectious disease known as
splenetic, or southern fever, exists

among cattle in the region south of a
line beginning at the northwest corner
of California, thence east, south and
southeasteriy along the boundary of
California, southerly along the western
line of Arizona, thence along the south-
ern boundaries of Arizona and New
Mexico, northerly to Colorado, along
the southern border of Colorado, Kan-
sas, Missouri and Tennessee and Vir-
€inia and along the northern boundary
of Virginia to the Atlantic ocean. From
January 15th to November 15th of each
year, no cattle are to be transponted
from south of this line to any portion
of the United 'States; north of the line
except by rail or boat for immediate
slaughter. In the course of transporta-
tion they shall be fed and watered sep-
arately from other cattle and on reach-
ing their destination, before slaughter-
ed shall be isolated. <Cars carrying
such cattle shall 'be placarded. All
cars, pens, etc., in whioch these cattle
have been, shall be disinfected.

Notice ig also given that cattle in-
fected with southern cattle tick dis-
seminate Texas fever and when origin-
ating outside ithe distriot mentioned
shall be considered and treated as in-
fectious cattle.

The above is the general quarantine
{ine fixed by the agricultural depart-
ment, but by special order Secretary
‘Wilson has accepted the quarantine
1ines for California, Texas, Oklahoma,
Tennessee, Virginia and North Carolina
fixed by those states and they are
adopted by thedepartment for the period

weapon |

THEASURER WORTH

Admits Having Had Knowledge of the Un-
sound Coundition of the Bank st Morgan
ton Long Before it Failed

(Special to The Messenger.)

Radeigh, N. C., December 22.—Treas-
urer Worth, in an interview today said:
“1 knew the Piedmont bank at Mor-
ganton was shaky a long ‘time before
it failed and I sent $5,000 to my deputy
treasurer, but T 4id not let him put it
in the bank until the latter had givén
me £10,060 of electric light stock. I
thowght the bank was all right, save
that it was running too short of cash,
and 1 told its officers they must getl
more cash. They said they had gotien
almost $15,000, The law requires that
even if I know a bank is shaXy. or even
if I apply for a receiver, there must
be thirty day's ndtice to the bank.”

F. L. Shan, for twenty-five years
foreman of the Carolina Central rail-
way shops at Laurinburg, died here to-
day, aged 64.

The United States sunreme court
postpones until February 21st the hear-
ing of the case involving the constitu-
tionality of the tonnage tax on ferti-
lizers,

Invalid County Municipal Bonds
(Special to The Messenger.)

Raleigh, 'N. C,, Decembear 22.—A gen-
tleman here who has for years dealt in
bonds says the supreme court decigsion
as to Stanly couusty bonds will doubt-
less vitiat® numbers of cocunty and some
town bonds, and that 35,000 of Wilkes
county bonds brought here today to be
sold could not be disposed of.

Ex-Chief Justice Shepperd, who was
interviewad about ‘this maltter, says
this decision follows that of two years
ago by the supreme court in the ease of
the Union bank, of Richmond, against
the town of Oxford, and that any
bonds issued under acts wheare the leg-
islative journals do not show the vote
by veas and nays on three different
days are invalid.

Preparations for Relief of the Klondykers

Washington, Decemiber 22.—Caplain
Brainamd, of ithe subsistence depart-
menit of the army, arrived in Wash-
ington this morning. Although Secre-
tary Alger is confined to his home by
a severe cold, he sent immediately for
the oflicer and had a conference with
him respecting the execution of his
plans for the relief of t1he miners in
the Yukon country.

INothing has been heard from Mr.
Kjellmann, 'the reindeer herder, now

in Lapland, in answer to the direction
of Secre'tary -:Alger respecting the se-
lection of 600 reindeer for transporta-
ition for Alaska so Dr. Jackson has
hbeen made a special agent of 'the war
departmen{ and ordered to proceed
with all diligence to Lapland to buy
the animals and arrange for their ship-
ment to the United States,

The announcement that the war de-

any gne route in 'the effort to reach the
miners in the Klondyke country
caused persons interested in various
routes 'to advance the claims of their
respective  sections. The Spokane
chamber of commerce has sent here
Frederick R. Marvin, an energetic news
‘paper man of that town, as its repre-
semtative to urge the superior facili-
ties of the overland route northward
from Spokane, This is the old tele-
graph route, laid down by the agen'ts
of the Western Union telegraph com-
pany years ago, when they sought to

Mr. Marvin 'has stated to the war ‘de-
partment that the route is still clear;
that ‘through the dense northern for-
ests there is a trail 150 ft. broad, afford-
ing easy passage fordraft animals and
that the feasibility of this route in win-
‘tor is shown by ‘the faect 'that for years
it had been tiraversed by numerous
trappers and prospectors, while the
absence of heavy grades ensures the
caparctiy of animals to carry large
loads. Secretary Alger is asked to del-
egate some of 'the army officers near
Spokane to report upon 'the advantage
of the route.

Reciproefty Negotistidn With Germary
Germany

Washington, December 22.—The re-
" ciproeity negotiations between the
United States and Germany are prac-
tically suspended. They never got be-

yond the initial stage. There appears
1o have been a willingness on the part
of both governments to look into the
subject, but the inquiry did not de-
velop any prospects of material con-
cessions on either side. 'The articles on
which reciporcity “agreement” can be
made are produced in France and not
in Germany. 'The utmost extent of a
reciprocity treaty between the United
States and Germany, under the present
law, would be 20 per cent. reduction of
du'ty on certain agreed upon German
products. Germany is chiefly concern-
ed about sugar, but the 20 per cent, re-
duction in duty permitted under the
Dingley law, it is said, would be of in-
significant consequence. Moreover,
some doubt has arises as to whether
any concessions on this article would
be granted by 'the United States in view
of the ‘tendency toward ibuilding up
the American sugar trade as against
that of bounty-paying mations.

What Cared the Baby.

‘“Hood’s Sarsaparilla has cured our
baby of running sores for which we
doctored her for a long time. It has
relieved me of rheumatism. My wife
'was troubled with sick headaches and
could get nothing to relieve her wuntil
she took Hood’s Pills.” H. L Pickney,
Lock Box 9, Ellenboro, W. Va.

partment is by no means committed to |

has '

Tun a telegraph line to Bering strait. |

A SHILE OF SATISFACTION

RESTS UPON THE PLACID FACE
OF OUR GOVERNOR

A Tip as to Opinion of Suapreme Court in
Rallway Commissiouers Case — Aurelia
Hamilton’s Charge Agalnst Jno. R smith.
Treasurer Worth Aware Beforchand of
Shaky Condition ¢of Piedmont Bank-Sale
of Western Railroad to the Southern Not
Yet Completed

Messenger Bureau,
Raieigh, N. C., December 22,
When L. C. Caldwell and John H.

Pearson, Governor Russell's appointees

as railway commisioners, arrived here

yvesterday there was such a smile on their
faces that people were sure they had

a tip that the supreme court would sus-

tain the court below and decide. in their

favor. Today they wore the same smile.

And the governor smiled too, which

caused a belief that ‘he, too, had a point-

er as to how the judicial ecat would
jump.
The

SAVS,

board of agriculture, a member
will meet as soon as the United
States supreme court passes on the va-
lidity of the tonnaze tax on fertilizers,
no matter whether the uecision be favor-
able or unfavorable.

The penitentiary directors will
January 17th, in regular session.
Republicans here are much interested
in the news from Washington that All-
bright is to be postmasier and that this
is another slap by Senator Pritchard of
Governor Russell.,

Aurelia Smith, the woman who charged
Kirby Smith with the penitentiary scan-
dal, denounces John R. Smith as a liar,
because he told yvour correspondent that

meet

the woman had written a letter saving
that in her testimony against Kirby
Smith she +had sworn fal:sva. She

charges Superintendent Smith with seek-
ing to et her to aid Kirby Smith, He
savs this is absolutely untrue,

An insurance agent writes the secre-
tary of state that he knows of unlicens-
| ed companies operating in this state, but
refuses to give their names, saying he
fears it would injure his business. The
secretary of state writes him a very
caustic letter.

It is asserted that State Treasurer
Worth knew before hand that the sus-
pended Piedmont bank at Morganton was
shaky.

Treasurer Worth says that in 1%5 he
ma-¢& the ruling that the leaf tobacco
warehouses were commission merchants
and liable to taxation on commissions,
and adds that the attorney general sc in-
formed him.

Governor Russell assigns Judge Brown
to hold the special term of Pasquoiank
court, beginning January 3rd.

Rev., W. C. Barrett, of Sampson coun-
1y, 'becomes pastor of the Third Baptist

church here.
l Another Neorth Carolina negro is in
luck, as John H. Smyth, of Wilscn, is to
‘ 'be minister to Liberia. A Goldsboro man
i once held that position.
I It is no secret that Robert M. Douglas
i fully counts on succeeding his father-in-

law, Robert P. Dick, as judge of the
' United States court for the Western dis-
triet.

Alex. Stewart, colored,
ternoon at Gamer,
from here,

vesterday af-
a village six miles
was Ekfiled by blows with an
| axe by Perry Smith, also colored. He
was after Smith with a knife. There
was a quarrel about a woman.

The beautiful rolling expesition car
“*North Carolina on Wheels,” left here
foday on its five-year trip.

Mrs. John P. Stedman, daughter of the
late Rev. Dr. J. H. Corden, died yester-
day at Oxford.

A suit was brought by the widow of
Engineer James against the Western
North Carolina railroad for $15,000 dam-
ages. The Southern railway bought and
owns that road. The superior court de-
cided that the suit must be brought
against the Southern: that the Western
had no existence. The supreme court re-
verses this and says the Western is yet
in existence and will be unti. the South-
ern takes out a license to do business in
| this state. The lawyer who brought the
! suit against the Western said ‘he did so
to keap the case out of the federal courts.
The supreme court virtually declares
{ that the Southern must take out license
to glake its purchase of the Western
valid.

The decision of the supreme bourt in
the case as to the const.wutionality of the
Stanly cbunty bonds ($100.600) in aid of
the Yadkin railway, causes a loss it is
said of $20,000 to a R.chmond bank and
of $,000 to the state university.

The Baptist state Sunday school book-
store here is to be made a general one,

One educational institution in this state
Shaw university (colgred) here—will not
observe the holidays by any wvacation.
This course is taken at the request of
the students.

A telegram from Tyrrell county says
v\;thite shad of large size are being caught
there.

The news that the republicans and pop-
ulists met at Washington to arrange for
fusion in 1898 is interesting to the fusion-
ists ‘here. It shows that Otho Wilson is
now co-operating with the» minority pop-
ulists, One of them confirms this.

Yesterday the governor granted three
pardons and a commutation.

It Is ‘hinted that when the Seaboard
Air Line gets the Cape Fear and Yad-
kin Valley there will be a bigger rate
was than ever,

Ryan, the Greensboro wife murderer
who is t0 be hanged tomorrow, says the
only thought that worries ‘him is that
he goes to heaven, 'while ‘he has sent his
wiie to hell.

The state board of public charities ad-

journeq this morning. Dr. Duffy, its
chairman, went home and the other
members went to inspect the asylum

here. There are at the asylums the fol-
lowing insane: 'At Raleigh 372, Morgan-
ton 714, ‘Goldsboro 43). At Goldsboro
more room is needed. Here there will
soon e room for 129 more. At Morgan-
ton there is now a nurse's training school
and an inebriate ward. At the blind insti-
tution more room is needed. State Treas-
urer Worth has refused to pay the $i,-
000 specially appropriated to this institu-
tion. There are 40 deaf mutes in the
state, of whom 249 are at the Morganton
school. At the Oxford orphan asylum
there are now 212, and five new build-
ings, costing $1,000, are occupied. At the
colored orphanage there are 106.

' Big Fire and Little Insurance

Kansas City, Mo., Decamber 21.—The
Auditorium, the largest and finest play
house west of Chicago, and the Audi-
torivm wtel, one of the ‘most fashion-
able family hostelries in the city, were
gutted by fire that started in the hotel
shortly after 1 o’clock this

SITUATION IN THE EAST

Earope Anxlous to Learn the Attitude of
the lMoited States —Japan Disturbed Over
News from Port Arthur—Kuossian News-
papers Ironical at Germany's Expense

Vienna, December 22.—The Duetsche
Zeitung says: The United States, which
from its geographical poistion has a
greater interest in the opening up of
China than all European powers togeth-
er, cannot possibly consent to its parti-
tion or to division into spheres of influ-
ence without having a voice in the mat-
ter. It would be a great mistake to un-
deresiimate the strength of the United
States, and a partition of China would
be impossible without America's approval
of the partition. The European powers
will do well to give timely attention to
the just aszirations and interests of the

United States.

L.ondon, December 23.—The Pekin cor-
respondent of The Times says: The
Chinese are nrovisioning Port Arthur
and wili reconstruct the foris there,
Russia supervising and furnishing the
money. In the face of this indication of
Fermanent occupation, the necessity of
safe-guarding our position in the far east
iacreases,

The Russo-Chinese bank, which is the
agent of the Russian government, has of-
fered to Chona 120,000 Berdan rifles with
payment five years hence. China has ac-
ceépted the proposal.

According to.a dispateh to The Times
from Kobe, Japan, the news from Port
Arthur has greatly disturbed the Japa-
n2sa ministers. Long cabinet councils
have been held and the high military of-
fieials have attended.

The Japanese newspapers, the dispatch
siys, are non-plussed at the situation in
the far east, while the ministry is in-
valved in dometsic troubles connected
with its taxation proposals, to which the
diet is hostile.

London, December 23.—Some of the
Russian papers are ironical at Germany's
expense. The Bourse Gazette, of Odes-
s#,, hints that by the time Prince Henry
and the German sqguadron reach China
they may find the TMsung-Li-Yamen has
prepared an unexpecied reception for in-
trusive guests.

TheMirovige Otgoloski reminds Emper-
or William ef Napoleon IIl's attempl to
plant this power in Mexico.

The Murder of '"American Sallors in Japan

Washington ,December 22 —Further
details of the killing of the two Ameri-
can sailors attached to the United
States fleet in Japan have been receiv-
ed here and have been brought to the
attention of the departmenit of state,

which has begun an fnvesigation.
Montgomery, it appears, was killed in
Yokahama September 2nd, last. He
was not intoxicalted ‘but was murdered
by boatmen. Eppes case was similar,
except that he was killed at Nagasaki
during the present month. He had
'been on leave and ~was . returning
aboard ship when murdersd. The tes-
iimony gathered shows that he 'was
perfectly sdber and some sailors on a
passing ship hearing cries of help look-
ed over the water in time 'to see him
being thrown from hi's 'boat. Lacking
a small boat they could not succor him.
His body was found several days la-
ter floating in the bay. Thee Japanese
government was appealed to in each
case aind while some arrests have been
made, the American contingent in Ja-
pan feel that the perpetraltcers of the
murders are still at large. 1t is said
that every Japanese boa't in the harbor
is obliged to register its passengers be-
fore carrying them off shore s» that
under ordinary conditions it should be
easy to find the guilty partics,

At the Japanese legation it was
stated that the matter has not yet
been brought to thelr attention The
lezation officials do mot regard the
matter as serious.

Strongly Anti-British
Pctersburg, December 22.—In a
strongly anti-British arnticle today The
INovosti says: In consequence of the
pretemsion of ‘England to compensate
herself for the Russian occupation of
Port Arthur by ithe acquisition of Port
Hamilton or Lazareff, and in view of
the possibility of the disturbing action
of Japan, Europe stands on the brink
of grave diplomatic complications. It
is, therefore, well to recall that the re-
inforcement of the British squadron in
the Pacific permits Ruzsia, France and
Germany ito effectivelyq prevent a dis-
t¢urbance of the balance of power be-
tween the three powers on one hand
and Great Britain and Japan on the
other, suc¢h as might be prcduced by
violent seizures of territory.”

In conclusion The Novosti expresses
th+ hope. that the isolation of Great
Britain in regard to the other European
powers, will emparalyze her action suf-
ficiently to permit the preservation of
peace from the dangers threatening it
at the present momendt.

St.

Martial Law ou the Florida Coast
Jacksonville, Fla., December 22.—A
special to The Times-Union and Citi-
zen from Key West says: Schooners
leaving port last night that were unac-
customed to the summary methods

adopted by Uncle Sam in intercepting
filibusters were treated to a surprise.
The battleship Maine's launch fired a
shot as a command for them to halt.
‘Not understanding the signal, ‘they pro-
ceeded on their course, but another
shot brought ‘them to. They were
boarded by the naval officers and
thoroughly searched, but no arms nor
ammunition were found and they were
allowed to proceed. 'The Maine’s of-
ficers are unusually alert and there
must be strong ground ‘or suspicion
that a filibustering expedition 18 being
planned, for the big battieship coasted
along the islands several times during
the night, puitting all veasels under the
inquisiiive glare of her big search
lights. >

A Mare Scld for $15.000
Loulsville, Ky., December 22.—A spe-
cial to The Evening Post from Shelby-
ville, Ky., says: WMr. Bam Brown to-
day to Ed. H. Tipton, of Lexing-
:::.Lﬂy'lhd, the dam

‘Tipton, it is eaid,

|
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SECRETARY GAGE

REPLIES TO RESOLUTIONS OF
FEDERATION OF LABOR -

Fle Writes a Letter to President Gompers
Regarding the Action of the Federation
in Dencuncing His Financial Scheme-He
Asks for Arguments Aguiust, I'astead of
Denanciation of His Freposed Currency
Leform—He Deplores Artaying One Class
Against Another

Washington, December 22.—Secretary
Gage has written the following letter

' to President Gompers of the Federation

of Labor:

“I have read with care the resolutions
adopted the 20th instant at Nashville
by the convention of the Federation of
Labor, which recite as {follows:
“*‘Resolved, That we declare ourselves
most positively opposed to the Gage
financial bill recently introduced in ¢on-
gress by the secretary of che treasury.
It is a measure that, if adopted as a
law, will only the more firmly rivet the
gold standard on the people of the
country and perpetuake its disastrous
effects in every form.

“*Resolved, That we pronounce the
Gage bill an undisguisad effort to re-
tire our greenback currency and all
government paper money, with a view
to the substitution of national bank
nctes in their and thus fasten
the national bank system for years
upon the American people.’

“Now if it be drue that the gold
standard—by which things have bien
measured as to price for the last sixty
years in this country—is inimiecal to
the interests of the laboring classes of
the United States, then I think it is in-
imical to all classes. In other wonrds,
I do not believe that the exploitation
of one ¢lass by anather, either through
false weights, partial laws or a bad
monetary sysiem, can ‘be made to work
for the permanent benefit of the ex-
ploiting class itself, or for the general
weal, even were it defensible on any
ground of right or justice, which it is
not. Granted, therefore, that the per-
manence of the gold standard (for
which 1 argue) operates in this evil di-
rection, then your resolutions of con-
demnaition are well founded and I am
jusily charged, either with an igaorance
which constitutes me a foolizh advisor
or with the perversity of motive which
makes me an evil adviser.

“I have a right to disavow the charge
of perversity or evil purpos: since
there is nothing in my whole life as re-
lated to my fellowmen, either in word
or deed, from which the possession by
me of such characteristics can be in-
ferred, much less demoncirated.

“*But ignorance often unconscicusly
works%as deep injury as evil intent
might do, and to this sin ¢f ignorance
(if it 'be a sin), I must confess myseif
to be a possible vietim. This confes-
sion, however, ought not to classify me
as separate from my fellow men gener-’
ally, whether they be considered as in-
dividual units or as congregated in
groups. Ignorance is a relative, not an
absolute term, since few are totally ig-
norant and none is absolutely wise,
Nor does the number comstituting the
group change this fact, since the wis-
dom of a group, howaver large, cannog
e greater than that of the wisest man
in it.

“This remains trues whother the sub-
ject matter involving knowledge and
judgment be astronomy, physics or
finance. The condemnation then in-
volved in the resolutions referred to is
measured by the just or imperfect ap-
prehension of questions relating  to
monetary ecience held by the wissst
men who supported them.

“Laying these gemeral considerations
aside, let me say to you. and through
you to the great body you so honorably
represent, that if instead of denuncia-
tory resolutions, which are not argu-
ment, you or any one on your behalf
will ¢how that the viows I entertain
and advocate are other than salutary
to the great economic body of which
we are independent members, I will
abandon them without hesitation. My
present conviction, the honest fruit of
sincere study and reflection, is that a
break down in our present money
standard would e a most astrous
blow to all our commercial and indus-
trial interests, and that upon the wage
workers, as a class, would be entalled
the most serious effects of the disaster.
Belleving this, I must so bear witnesa,”

stead

Spaniards 'n Caba Oppose Auntonomy
Havana, December 21.—At today's

meeting of the ‘conservative party,
over 300 delegates, said to repres. nt 80
per cent. of the weaith of the island,
being present, several of the speakers

insisted that the president, the Mar-
quis of Apeztequi, should explain his.
conduct and utterances as pubilished
in the newsparers of Madrid. The
marquis, in a speech of two hours' du-
ration, satisfactorily explaired matters
and denied the accuracy of the news
published in Madrid. In all twenty-
seven speeches were made against au-
tonomy, all rhe speakers agreeing that
autonomy will not bring peace to the
island, as proved by the protests of
the members of the Cuban junta of
New York and the recent death of
Lieutenant Colonel Ruiz and five oth-
er Spanish commissioners who have
been killed by the insurgents.

Senor Guzman submitted a motiomn
which was uvnanimously approved ex-
pressing confidence in President Apez-
tegui and the executive committee and
confirming the political platform of the
party, which is essentially Spanish and
for centralism as against home rule.

. The executive was further authorized
10 cable a message to General Weyler,
the substance of which was that at a
mass meeting of the reunited wunion
constitutional party, the policy of his
excellency was endorsed and the party
assured the general that he had (ts

Atsolutely Pure

ROVAL DAXING I"WDENR SO, NEW TORX,
_ -

Sounding Our Guvoroment as to the Chi-
nese Question

Washington, December 22 -1t is un-
derstood that the authorities here have
been officially soundad as o the attl-
tude of the United Slates toward the
complications in the far vast, with &
view of learning Whether Americgn in-
terests in China were reganded as suffi-
cient to warrant any  active stdps by
this government. From what source
the inquiries have come s not disclosed,
I'f from Great Britain it
come through Colonel Hay, the Amer-
ican ambassador at London, as the
British officials here have received no
instructions as to the Chinese situstion,
It 2 well understood, howevaer, that
Great Britain would ook with favor on
any acilve step by  the United States
which would serve as a check for the
advances of Germany and Russ=ia, The
British interes's in China are ten times
greater than those of Gormany, Ruseia
and the United States and yel. with
Germany and Russia firmly located on
Chinese s0il, Great Britain s left In &
sort of cul-de-sac. It s known also
that the Chinese authorities would wel-
come a movement by the Uniied States
and that this has been communicated to
officials here. Although  these sound-
ings, for they amount 1o nothing more
as yet, have not taken official form,
they have been suflicient o galn &
protty general understanding as to the
attitude of this government. This, In
brief, is that the United States has no
interest in the territorial extension now
going on in China; that #he w1l not and
at any «f the coast ports of China, as
Germary, and Russia have done;, and
that her only concern is (o guand es-
tablished American mw.-ra.n_u.'iu in Ohina.

Our Revenne Cutter Service

Washington, December 21 —aptaln
C. F. Shoemaker, chief of the revenoe
cutter service in his annual report says
that of the thinly seven vessels in the
gervice two vears ago there were nine-
teen old wooden hulls, fourteen of iron,
three of steel and one of ron, wooden
€heathed. It is asserted thaat no class
of seamen has been compelied o go to
sea, since the general mtroduction of
sleam motive power for marine pur-
poses, in such a type of water craft as,
for the most part, comprise the list
given. As conditions now obtain and
must continue until the old vessels are
replaced with better, when one of them
is ordered upon a crulse of six weeks or
vwo months duration, it dbecomes nec-
essart to load it €ar beyond the danger
point so that when it puts to sca the
decks are fairly awash, This has been
the case for yvears and, wih the old
type of vessels comprised in the list
given, is the ecase today. And yet,
handicapped as it has always been, in
the manner shown, the sorvice has
never in itg history falled o promplly
regsponded and to efficiently meet every
call that has been made upon it; but
with whay difficulties it hazs had to con-
tend or what dangers it has encoun-
tered in the discharge of s oneroms
work none but thos: intimately assocl-
ated with it can  possibly know, No
one of competermrt  judgement will be
found who will say that the vessels of
the service have at any lime withim
twenty vears been calculated for, or iR
to perform, the duty put on them.

Within the last three years, congress
has authorized the bullding of sevem
new vess=lg, four of which have beem
completed and are In all particulsrs
swift modern vessels and in every way
suited to the service, Authority s
asked for the comstruction of five
cruisers 1o take the place of some of the
old wooden vessels now almost past re-
pairing.

Civil Service Discussed by the Cabinet

Wasghington, Decempber 21,
cabinet meeting was devot
entirely to a discussion of t
tions of the civil service law, ren-
owtion adopted by the senate last Fel-
day calling upon the executive heads
of the geveral departments of the gov-
ernment for information concernioag
the application of the civil servioe Isw
to their departments and Tor an ex-.
pression of their opinions as to what,
if any, modiications oight to be made-
in it was the subject directly undesr-
discussion. While the systern wes
pretty thoroughly discussed, it can be
said upon the authority of three mem-
bers of the cabinet that no definite pel-
fcy was outlined beyond a determminmm-

tion to maintain the principles of the-
civil service,
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